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Since Jones' study of word lists in 1914, the listening, speaking,

reading, and writing vocabularies of children and adul.,s have been a focal

point of interest to researchers. This interest has led to the development

of innumerable word lists, and the studies described herein give a histor-

ical overview of some of the most noteworthy existing word lists.

'.:Tiorndikel in 1921, compiled a word list study of major educational

significance. His original list was comprised of the 10,000 most commonly

used words in the English language. The words were derived from the Bible,

elementary school books, classics correspondence, newspapers, and trade and

occupational books.

In 1921, Tidyman also conducted a word list investigation. The voca-

bulary contained in children's compositions served as the basis of this

survey, and Tidyman ascertained the 3,000 most frequently found words in

these compositions.

In a study published in 1925, Horn conducted research with 1,re-school,

kindergarten, and first grade children. This investigation was concerned

with the speaking vocabularies of these children, and the Horn word list

was the consequence of his study.

Gates, in 1926, utilized the initial 2,500 words of the Thorndike list

as well as first 1,000 words of the Horn and Packer lists in his investiga-

tion. The 4,300 words were then considered by judges with diverse occupa-

tions and opinions. The judges applied five criteria to place the words



into rank order, and a 1,500 word list resulted from this study. The

judges considered thece to be the words of highest utility for children,

and the list was further subdivided into the first, second, and third 500

words.

A study of major importance was conducted in 1928 by the Child Study

Committee of the International Kindergarten Union. The speaking vocabulary

of pre-school children was surveyed, and 2,596 words were found to occur

most frequently in the speech of these children. The International

Kindergarten Union (IKU) word list often serves as the foundation for

beginning reading programs.

Thorndike, in 1932, expanded his word list to 20,000 words, and Hester

utilized this revised list in her investigation. The purpose of the Hester

study was to determine the nature and extent of the vocabulary presented to

sixth grade children. Hester compiled a list of 1,769 words and advocated

these words as a vocabulary of new words to be taught in the sixth grade.

This list excluded the first 6,000 words of the Thorndike list, the words

appearing only once in the textbooks studied, and terms that writers of these

textbooks did not consider to be important.

In 1939, Stone analyzed the first three readers of several popular

series. The vocabulary in these books was classified and placed into eight

levels of difficulty. The study resulted in the compilation of 150 words

into rank order for the first and second levels of difficult:

In a study published in 1940, Dolch compiled his Basic Sight Vocabulary

word list. The Dolch list was devoid of nouns and consisted of 220 words,
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which were derived from the International Kindergarten Union word list and

the Gates word list. The absence of nouns can be attributed to Dolch's

desire to formulate a list comprised of service words. Dolch's list is

considered by many to be the most well-known of all word lists.

A word list of major significance was compiled by Rinsland in 1947.

Rincland studied the vocabulary employed by children in various informal

writing situations. It was found that 25,362 differed{. words were alpha-

betized, and their frequency of use in the grades one through eight was

indicated.

Figurel, in 1948, conductod a study dealing with the vocabulary of

disadvantaged children. The study involved students in grades two through

six, and Figurel compared these students' vocabularies with that of word

lists. It was reported in this investigation that disadvantaged children

know less than half the words they should know.

In 1950, Kearney analyzed the vocabulary contained in forty-two pre-

primers, Vlirty-eight primers, and forty-one first grade readers. The 121

books, published between 1930 and 1940, were examined for comparison of

vocabuary control. Kearney found that 2,691 different words and 568,301

runnin; words were used in these books. The researcher recommended that

readin; should be limited to certain words and that a high degree of repeti-

tion is desirable.

In a study published by Maclatchy and Wardwell in 1951, 111 books were

analyzed and tabulations were made concerning the vocabulary of preprimers,

primers, and first readers of twenty-five basic reading series commonly used



throughout the United States. A list of the 150 prelirimer words, contained

in more than seventy per cent of the first readers investigated, is pre-

sented under four headings--those occurring in (1) all primers and all

first reMers, (2) all first readers, (3) more than seventy per cent of the

primers and of the first readers, and (4) more than seventy per cent of

the primers.

Bryan, in 1952, investigated the adequacy of existing word lists.

Children in grldes two through six, and from different geographic areas,

were tested, and the study revealed these students were able to identify

by sight at least 10,000 words.

The vocabulary contained in the basic preprimers, primer, and first

readers of seven reading series was investigated by Reeve in 1958. In

these books, 683 different words were introduced, and 109 of these words

were common to the seven reading series. The 115 words a child would en-

counter in the preprimers were identified, and the study also indicated that

forty-one words were present in six of the seven series.

In a study published by Fullmer and Kolson in 1961, a beginning reading

word list was tabulated. Their investigation revealed that 184 words occurred

most frequently in the preprimers, primers, and the first readers of eleven

basal reading series.

One phase of vocabulary research was conducted at the Falk Laboratory

School from 1964 to 1968. In the Falk School Study, words were tabulated

from the vocabulary children encountered in five reading series, seven con-

tent series, and fifty-one library books. One hundred and one books were
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involved in the preliminary stage of investigation, and words from these

books were arranged into a sight vocabulary list on which pupils in grades

one through three were tested. The Falk School vocabulary study revealed

that primary children are exposed to, and know by sight, as many as 11,000

words from various sources. Some children recognized as many as 4,000 to

5,000 words the first year, and over 9,000 words by the end of the third

year.

In summary, word lists vary greatly with regard to their origins,

importance, and vocabularies. Although word lists have been compiled for

numerous purposes, they are utilized primarily for diagnosis a)d evaluation.

In addition, word lists provide educators with an excellent body of infor-

mation concerning the reading, listening, speaking, and writing vocabularies

of children and adults.



BI6LIOGR_FHY BEST COPY AVAILABLE

Bryan, re'l "The 3ize of Children's Vocabularids." University of

Pittsburgh: Innublished Ed.D. dissertation, School of Education,

1952.

Child study Corn ittce of the International Ydridergarten Union. A Study

of the focaiuldry of Children before Centering !.irst Grade.

:;;Tiington: IntenaLiunal Kindergrtrten union, 1)2d.

Dolch, Edward 41., "A Basic iight Vocabulary," Elementary .school Journal,

XL (ebruary, 1940), pp. 456-6u.

Figarell J. Allen. "The Vocabulary of Merprivileged Thildren."
University of .'ittsourgh: unpublished Ph.!). dissertation, School

of Education, 1948.

Fullner, Daniel W. and '31ifford J. :Tolson, "A Beginning Reading Vocabu-

lary," Journal of .r.:ducntionz.1 Research, LIV (::arch, 1961),

pp. 270-72.

Gates, Arthur I. A Reading Vocabulary for the Primary Grades. New York:

Teachers College, Columoia Jniversity, 1926.

Hester, Kathleen "The iocabula:v of the Sixth Grade." University

of Pittsburgh: unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, School of Education,

193a.

Horn, Ernest. "The Commonest Words in the Spoken Voca:Julary of

Children up to and Including Six Years of Age," The Twenty-Fourth

. Yearbook of the National %Society for the Study of Education.

Bloomington, Illinois: ruolic School Publishing Company, 1925.

Johnston, Glenn R., "A Core Vocabulary StIdy in the Elementary Grades,"

Elementary English, XXXIX (May, 1962), pp. 470-73.

Jones, F. A Concrete Investigation of the Materials of English

5bellinp. Vermilion, iouth Ddkota: University or 3outh Jal:ota,

Kearney, Nolan C., "An Analysis of the Vocabulary of First Grade

Reading Material," J,Jurnal of Educi!tiontil Research, XLIII

(March, 1250)) PP. 751-'1)-

haclaLchy, Josephine P. and Frances A. Wardwell, "A List of Co won

Words for First Grade," Educational Research Bulletin, XXX

(September 12, 1951), pp. 1U1-59.

Reeve, Olive it., "The Vocabulary of S,Iven f.rimary Reading 3eries,"

Elementary English, XXXV 1956), pp.237-39.

Rinslanal denry J. A Basic Vocabulary of Elemental- Children. New York:

The Eamillan k:ompz,ny, 1)47.

7



2

BEST COPY AVA9AILE

slick, ilooert Harry W. 3Art,_;in. "A Comparison of SiOlt
Vocahulrcry with the Introductir.,n of Controlled Vocabulary in

The -.3as1 Rending Yrograms." Jniversity of Pittsburgh: Falk

School, 1963.

Store, :31arence A., "Most Important One Hundred Fifty Words for

Bec!inninp Reading," Elementary .school Joirnal, XXXV (January,

19351, PP. 359-67.

Thorndike, Edward L. A TeachA"s k;ord Book of the Tw.lnt Thoushd

7.o:":;; ;; ;1Ld A:idely in Genr,11 RcNidi::L or ::hildren

and People. New fork: Lamers
University, 1))2.

Tidymnl, W. V. A iurvey of the ' ;Uri tint: Vocavularit3s of ?Alio school

Childre:1 in ';on.ecicut. Washington: United States ilure;!u of

Education, 1)21.

S


